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TREND THE NEW FUNCTIONAL 
LIBRARY FURNITURE 


TREND is the new functional furniture for libraries . . . beautiful, efficient and 
hand-crafted. The distinguished styling combines flush construction, rounded corney 
and economy of line to eliminate dust-catchers, reduce splintering and lower! 
maintenance costs. Only in TREND can you obtain this striking 
symmetry and peak efficiency. For complete information 
about this finest of library furniture, phone your nearest 
Remington Rand office, or write to us. 


This sectional view of TREND's 


e 
new streamlined book-shelving 4 
shows how the tilted bottom 24 
shelf doubles the light on book #} 
titles for easier reading. A cork | 


strip holds books firmly in place, . 
prevents sliding. 41 First Street, San Francisco 5 
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VROMAN’S... SCHOOL AND LIBRARY BOOKS 
Most of our customers know from experience that we offer prompt service and 
maximum discounts on the texts of the publishers for whom we act as Cali- 
fornia Depository. Many are now finding it convenient and profitable to order 
all of their books through us and eliminate split orders and costly accounting. 


D. Appleton-Century Co. Longman’s, Green & Co. W. H. Sadlier 

A. S. Barnes & Co. Lyons & Carnahan Benj. H. Sanborn & Co. 
Cc. C. Birchard & Co. Manual Arts Press Scott, Foresman & Co. 
Bobbs- Merrill Co. McKnight & McKnight Chas. Scribner’s Sons 
Bruce Publishing Co. Mentzer, Bush & Co. Silver Burdett Co. 
Follett Publishing Co. Charles E. Merrill Co. Steck Co. 

Globe Book Co. Midwest Book Co. University Publishing Co. 
Harcourt, Brace & Co. Newson & Co. Webb Publishing Co. 
Harper & Bros. Noble & Noble Webster Publishing Co. 
Iroquois Publishing Co. Odyssey Press Wheeler Publishing Co. 
W. L. Jepson Reed & Jensen World Book Co. 
Johnson Publishing Co. Row, Peterson & Co. A. A. Wyn, Ine. 

J. B. Lippincott Co. Zaner-Bloser Co. 


Order All of Your Books From 
0 ‘oe 
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL BOOK DEPOSITORY 


367 So. Pasadena Avenue 533 Mission Street 
Pasadena 2, California San Francisco 5, California 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


who have compared all Library Binding Values 


Prefer 
“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 
Prebound New Books 


NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, Inc. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 











Free-Standing Steel Shelving 


FLEXIBILITY 
CONVENIENCE 
ECONOMY 


designed tor 


Where varying requirements for the 
use of space demand a changeable 
floor plan, the installation of free- 
standing shelving units should be 
considered. 


FEATURES 


SECTIONAL CONSTRUCTION—Per- 
mits 3-foot sections to be added or re- 
moved without affecting the remaining 
portion of the shelving. Fastening to the 
floor and overhead braces are not required. 


SIMPLE ASSEMBLY-—lInstallation and 
future rearrangement can be performed 
using only a screwdriver and wrench. 


BRACKET-TYPE SHELVES ARE AD- 
JUSTABLE AND INTERCHANGE- 
ABLE—Shelves 8”, 10”, 12” and 20” in 
depth are interchangeable and may be 


quickly and easily removed and relocated 
uprights at 1 
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on the 76 


intervals. 


vertical 








The W. R. Ames Company designs, 
manufactures and installs steel bookstacks 
for all types of libraries. Write today for 
details regarding Ames Free-Standing Li- 
brary Shelving and for our free 36-page 
manual of bookstack planning and detail. 


BOOKSTACK DIVISION 


W.R.AMES COMPANY 


150 Hooper Street, San Francisco 7, California 
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MEETING AND EVENTS FOR 1949-1950 


NORTHERN SECTION SOUTHERN SECTION 
ee a RD 
BOOK MEETINGS: BOOK BREAKFASTS: 
Chairman: Quail Hawkins Chairman: Nance O'Neall 
Place: Cock 0’ the Walk Place: Mannings Coffee Shop 
14th and Harrison Sts. 319 West Fifth St. 
Oakland _ Los Angeles 
: November 5. 1949 Parking: Olive nr. 5th; Flower nr, 5th. 
Dates: N ovem er O, fo po ae Time: 9:00 A.M. Bring your breakfast to 
Time and program to be announcec the balcony. If you have breakfast- 
later ed earlier, have another cup of cof- 
eek “ne ee or orange juice with us, as we 
December 10, 1949 9:30 A.M. must guarantee a minimum of 10 
Book Discussion cents per person. 
Oxy 9-2 Dates: November 5, 1949 
ne 14, 1950 9:30 A.M. January 7, 1950 
»00 iscussion February 4, 1956 
February 11, 1950 April 15, 1950 
Time: To be announced later CHRISTMAS INSTITUTE MEETINGS 
(2 Institute credits) 
April 15, 1950 Morning Session 
Lunch at El Nido Restaurant, Place: El Rodeo School Library, 
Lafayette Beverly Hills 
Tour of the new library at <Aca- Date: December 10, 1949 
lanes U. H. S. after lunch Time: 10:30 A.M. to Noon 
Topic: ‘Behind the Iron Curtain” with 
SPRING MEETING: Jean Bauer and Judy Colyer—Col- 
Date: May 13, 1950 ored Slides. ; 
Place: Mt. Diablo Country Club, near Afternoon Session 
Danville (tentative) Place: Crystal Room of the Beverly Hills 
Program: To be announced later Hotel (Luncheon) 


Date: December 10, 1949 

Time: 12:30 P. M. 

Topic: “Our Golden Opportunity for En- 
riched Living,’’ by Dr. John Dodds, 
Stanford University 

SPRING MEETING: 
Date: May 6, 1950 
Place and program to be announced later. 


STATE MEETING 
Time: March 11-12, 1950 
Place: San Francisco 
Program: To be announced later. 


SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 
STATE OFFICERS 


President Mrs. Maurine S. Hardin, Frick Junior High School, Oakland 5 
Vice-President Miss Marion Horton, Library and Textbook Section, 
Los Angeles City Schools 

Secretary Miss Nan R. Sykes, Edison High School, Stockton 36 
Treasurer Miss Alice Torkelsen, La Cumbre Junior High School, Santa Barbara 
Director Mr. E. Ben Evans, Supervisor of Library Services, 

Kern County Union High School District, Bakersfield 
ALA Representative Miss Jessie Boyd, Director of Libraries, Oakland Public Schools 


BULLETIN STAFF 


Editor .Mr. Barton H. Knowles, Samuel Gompers Trades School, San Francisco 10 
Associate Editor Miss Mary Fleck, Polytechnic High School, Long Beach 13 
Business Manager Miss Jean Anderson, Lowell High School, San Francisco 17 
Subscription Editor Miss Marie Carroll, Polytechnic High School, San Francisco 17 


Assistant to the Editor Miss Edith Bond, Teachers Professional Library, San Francisco 9 
Assistant to the Editor Miss Bess Landfear, Audio-Visual Department, San Francisco 9% 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
$1.00 a year. Single copies 30c. Membership dues of $2.00 include a subscription to the Bulletin 


MEMBERSHIP DUES §2.00 A YEAR 


Northern Section Members: Send dues to Mrs. Rhoda Morgan, Treasurer 

3615 McKinley Boulevard 

Sacramento 16 

Miss Marjorie Schramling, Treasurer 
Los Angeles High School 

4600 Olympic Boulevard 

Los Angeles 6 


Southern Section Members: Send dues to 


_The Bulletin of the School Library Association of California 
is Issued Four Times during the School Year by the Association 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S 


Maurine S. Hardin 


State President 


California has come of age! In our 
celebration of the Centennial festivities, 
we listen with pride when eastern radio 
commentators acknowledge the recogni- 
tion accorded California in national af- 
fairs. 

With our greater population and 
growth, they tell us that we are no 
longer “solely a vacationland—a center 
of frivolity!” Great industries have been 
established in our midst. A program of 
conservation and vital public works to 
sustain this population in a richer life 
and to provide a greater economic sta- 
bility for the many is in progress. Ma- 
turity is the result of responsible plan- 
ning, to meet the needs of ALL the 
people. 

East of the Méississippi we were 
among far away places—‘the FAR 
West,” they said. Now they come to us 
between breakfast and dinner. As our 
horizons shrink, we, too, look west to the 
Pacific Basin, and the problems of its 
peoples. We look east, to other states 
of our great nation, and beydnd, for we 
are a mere ocean away from the prob- 
lems of ALL peoples. We are proud of 
this proximity, its recognition, and that 
we have a place in the sun. Our horizons 
are broad. “Give us men to match our 
mountains” and the reach of our hori- 
zons. And give us great sense of our 


DESK ... 





responsibilities! 
“The plain man is the basic clod 
From which we grow the demigod! 
And in the average man is curled 
The hero stuff that rules the world.” 
As school librarians, have we also 
come of age? Are we assuring boys and 
girls the opportunity— 
to make friends with books? 
to grow in understanding? 
to make their contributions toward a 
united world? 


Our School Library Association has 
grown with California, and ever do we, 
the membership, feel the challenge and 
inspiration of those librarians who have 
preceded us, and of their far reaching 
efforts professionally and spiritually. We 
salute them for their achievements; we 
hope that we may carry on with their 
devotion to professional development 
and their inspired work with children. 
Each new year brings new goals to seek 
another addition to a 
cure. 


a Oo 


eK, 
cornerstone se- 


During the past year, great strides 
were made in the direction of a closer 
relationship between the school librarian 
and the State Department of Public In- 
struction. The school librarian must be 
a teacher first. It is to be hoped that the 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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THE “NEW LOOK”... 











Margaret Jackson 


Southern Section President 


For several years we have heard about 
and experienced the new trend in fash- 
ion. We all (except the lucky masculine 
aggregation) have been forced to meet 
the fashion turmoil which made our 
silhouette obsolete. And by now, no 
doubt, we have adopted, to suit our own 
personalities, a conservative version of 
the lengthened skirt, the pinched-waist 
look, the wr»p-around or “droopy” look, 
the burgeoning hip-line, and the short 
sleek coiffure. 

For years there has been an idea in 
existence, encouraged by cartoonists and 
jokesters, that librarians are traditionally 
timid, mousey, and almost inarticulate 
except for an occasional enthusiastic 
“shush.” But have you looked at your- 
self lately—in your professional mirror 
especially? If not, then it is high time 
for you to do so. You are in for quite a 
surprise at the stature and silhouette of 
the image that gazes back at you. 

Let’s take a look at our State Asso- 
ciation first. From that tiny founding 
group of eight practical visionaries in 
1915, the organization has grown to a 
strong, united group of over 500 school 
librarians in 1949. And size only partly 
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reveals the inspiration and hard work of 
the past thirty-four years. My first at- 
tendance at a State Executive Board 
meeting in San Francisco in August gave 
me a new respect for the wise and firm 
planning as well as for the stability and 
quiet assurance of the planners, plan- 
ners who through these years have been 
working for the improvement of the 
issues of certification and standards. And 
our Bulletin has also taken an active 
part in advancing the cause of Califor- 
nia school librarianship. 

Certainly our Association stands up 
well to the test of maturity as applied 
by H. A. Overstreet in his challenging 
new book The Mature Mind. His con- 
clusion is that “the mature person knows 
the important from the unimportant. He 
is courageous enough to say his say 
when the say needs to be said; but also 
wise enough to withhold his say when 
the matter is too unimportant to merit 
discussion.” 

Each fall we return to our work, real- 
izing our opportunity for cultural lead- 
ership, and perhaps more than a little 
troubled by our obligation. As our Asso- 
ciation has viewed attempts to destroy 
educational freedom in the state, there 
has been no evidence of panic—only a 
calm, outspoken loyalty to freedom of 
thought. And in the face of a flood of 
second-rate, cheap, and lurid books, the 
book breakfasts have helped us all main- 
tain a sane, good-natured viewpoint. 

And what about each one of us in our 
own little groove? Personally, I have 
never observed a group that has as much 
pride in and respect for its job as that 
of school librarians. I am sure that all 
of you read Harold Spears’ article The 
School Library: Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow. You probably sat down and 
applied the criteria to your own “pride 
and joy.” There have been some amaz- 
ing changes in conceptions and oper- 
ations of school libraries in the past fif- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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THE COMING YEAR... 





Margaret Meister 


Northern Section President 


To the members of the School Library 
Association of California, greetings: 

Through me, the Council of the 
Northern Section extends to the officers 
and members of the Southern Section of 
the Association assurances of our coop- 
eration and our best wishes for a suc- 
cessful year in our joint efforts toward 
the ‘furthering of the cause of the school 
library under the able leadership of the 
fine group of people making up the 
State Executive Board. 

This issue of your Bulletin is devoted 
primarily to the work of last year’s State 
Professional Committee. An outstand- 
ing piece of work, it deserves the care- 
ful attention of every member of 
S.L.A.C. Increase your Association's 
professional status and prestige by call- 
ing to the attention of administrators, 
supervisors, and lay persons of your ac- 
quaintance the report entitled A Study 
of the Need for a State School Library 
Consultant Service for California. 

Your Northern Section Council urges 
that you take an active part in the activi- 
ties of the Association. The greater your 
participation, the greater will be your 
gain from your affiliation. 


An exciting series of meetings is be- 
ing planned for your pleasure and in- 
formation. Do look over carefully the 
tentative calendar of events. The various 
committee chairmen have taken great 
pains with their plans. You will note 
that meeting places have been decentral- 
ized in the hope that more of you will 
find it possible to attend. 

The Council extends to all members 
of the Association a cordial invitation 
to attend council meetings in a non-vot- 
ing capacity. Council meetings will be 
convened on the same date and place as 
the book meetings. Arrangements have 
been made that notices of book meetings 
will make note of a scheduled council 
meeting. Do try to attend at least one 
council meeting. I have a council of 
which I am very proud and in which I 
have great confidence. I know that you 
will share my pride when you hear their 
reports at the Spring Meeting in May. 
But don’t wait until that late date to get 
acquainted with them. This association 
is your association. Do come to council 
meetings. If attendance is not possible, 
do let us hear from you. We are your 
elected officers and are here at your 
pleasure and to please you. 

Do attend the various meetings! Do 
accept committee appointments! Do 
volunteer to serve on the committee 
which interests you most! Do express 
your committee preference on the mem- 
bership application! Do it NOW! 


S.L.A.C. State Meeting 


Make your plans now to attend the 
State Meeting in San Francisco on March 
11-12, 1950. Headquarters will be at the 
Sir Francis Drake Hotel, located near 
the heart of San Francisco's theater and 
shopping districts. 

The California Centennial will be the 
theme of the meeting. Several authors of 
books pertaining to the Centennial will 
be honored at the Saturday luncheon. 

Come to San Francisco in the spring! 
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Last year the State Professional Com- 
mittee of our Association undertook a 
study to determine the need for a state 
school library consultant service for Cali- 
fornia. After careful investigation of 
what other states have accomplished, 
and after considering the many benefits 
which would accrue from this service, 
the committee has recommended that a 
position of school library consultant be 
established in the State Department of 
Education. 

The editorial board of the Bulletin 
agrees wholeheartedly with the recom- 
mendation of the State Professional 
Committee. We want to see such a po- 
sition established for California, and we 
welcome the opportunity of publishing 
the report in the first issue of this year’s 
Bulletin. 

We feel certain that you, as school 
librarians, want to know why your As- 
sociation is asking the State Department 
of Education to consider most seriously 
the establishment of this service. For we 
believe that you, as school librarians, 
stand to gain most from this service. 

The report appearing in this issue 
mentions that the greatest need for im- 
provement in school library service in 
California lies in the rural areas and at 
the elementary school level. But we be- 
lieve that all California school librarians 
will benefit from this service, regardless 
of the area or the level they serve. Un- 
doubtedly all of us recall some period 
in our career when we would have wel- 
comed professional help in solving a 
knotty professional problem. Even today, 
in many areas there is no place where 
an inexperienced librarian or teacher- 
librarian may turn for assistance. The 
consultant service, if established, will 
stand ready to help every person work- 
ing in a school library render better 
service to the school district. Since the 
consultant will act in a strictly advisory 
capacity, there need be no fear on the 
part of the individual librarian that she 
will be dictated to or compelled to ac- 





cept the recommendations or advice of 
the consultant. 


Your interest in this project should 
go beyond consideration of the advan- 
tages the service will give you in your 
local school situations. You have an 
obligation to assist in the bettering of 
school librarianship throughout the en- 
tire state. A consultant service would 
be the most effective means of raising 
school library standards, securing ade- 
quately-trained personnel through co- 
ordinated recruitment programs, and 
creating or furthering an understanding 
among state and local school authorities 
of the dynamic role the school library 
should play in the educational program. 

We feel certain that you recognize a 
definite professional interest and stake 
in this proposal. And having recognized 
that interest, we hope that you will pub- 
licize our request to administrators and 
lay groups in your community. We ask 
that you initiate a program of informing 
your teachers and administrators of the 
reasons why the Association is propos- 
ing the establishment of the consultant 
service. Your P.T.A. and other groups 
in the community are certainly interest- 
ed in any project which will provide 
better educational opportunities for the 
children of the district. It is up to you 
as a school librarian to point out to 
them the many advantages of a con 
sultant service. 

If you would like copies of the report 
which was submitted to the State De- 
partment of Education, you may obtain 
them by writing to the Chairman of the 
State Professional Committee for 1949- 
1950, Mr. E. Ben Evans, Supervisor of 
Library Services, Kern County Union 
High School District, Bakersfield. We 
hope that your administrators, after 
hearing of this proposed position from 
you, will want copies of the report both 
for their own information and study, 
and also to use as a discussional spring- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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At the opening institute session for 
teachers in Long Beach this fall, the 
president of the Parent Teacher Asso- 
ciation’ said in an encouraging greeting 
that “we as parents are more thankful 
for one thing that education has done 
than for any of its other accomplish- 
ments. That is, that it has ceased to em- 
phasize the one in favor of the group.” 
The dear little girl with curls and pri- 
vate elocution lessions no longer makes 
all the pretty speeches while the straight 
haired ineloquent goes unnoticed in more 
passive roles. Education emphasizes 
group participation in which pulchritude 
and private lessons are minimum essen- 
tials 


It occurred to me that school libraries 
also have set a new emphasis on the 
many over the one. A child who reads 
is no longer a little Lord Fauntleroy 
type who would rather be with his clas- 
sics than his companions—who reads 
Ivanhoe before he is in the third grade, 
and commands a beatific expression and 
a breathless wonder from his parents 
and teachers who watch the beautiful 
flowering of his little mind. 

The school libraries are designed to 
foster the flowering of many little minds, 
and reading has been rescued from its 
monopoly by the prodigies. When a li- 
brarian has time to wax beatific or 
breathless at all, it is likely to be over 
forty little faces surrounding her in a 
story hour or over a group of children 
dramatizing a story for Book Week or 
waiting in line to check out the library’s 
most recent acquisitions. 

Culture has in fact become casual, and 
the child who loves to go to the library 
is no longer a precocious phenomenon. 
True, there are the scoffers who sit in 
high places bemoaning the fact that the 
gates have been opened that those from 
the highways and hedges may come in. 
With negative enjoyment they point to 
those children who, despite all the em- 


1 Mrs. Charles F Reed 


phasis on reading and all the availability 
of reading material, fail in the details 
of a mechanical mastery of the subject 
They do not care to realize that num- 
bers of failures appear to multiply in 
proportion as they are recognized, and 
as remedies for them are sought, just 
as a disease would seem to be more 
prevalent by the very publicity it gains 
in the attempt to stamp it out. 

While the library has been effecting 
its transition in emphasis on the many 
as opposed to the solitary individual, the 
librarian and the library profession have 
also undergone a transition in harmony 
with this change in emphasis. Vanished 
from our midst is the lovely introverted 
lady who sought to escape from life be- 
hind the fusty volumes containing the 
lives of her beloved immortals. Today's 
librarian, zealous as a missionary in her 
contacts, shrinks from nothing except 
whatever tendency she might have to 
shrink from anything or anybody. Her 
isolationism is lost in a round of book 
talks, library lessons, and radio programs, 
in the professional organizations to 
which she belongs, and the greater num- 
ber to which she feels she should be- 
long. Considering this spirit of the anni- 
hilation of professional isolation, may 
we conclude with a little reminder to all 
California school librarians who might 
read what we have written—are you a 
member of the School Library Associ- 
ation of California? 

Mary FLECK 


The editorial staff urges you to read 
the excellent article written by Mildred 
L. Batchelder, Executive Secretary of the 
A.L.A. Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People, entitled State 
School Library Advisers, published in 
the A.L.A. Bulletin, June 1949. 


PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 


Please mention the Bulletin when pur- 
chasing from them. 





A STUDY OF THE NEED FOR A STATE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY CONSULTANT SERVICE FOR CALIFORNIA 








This report was prepared by the State Professional 
Committee of S.L.A.C. for 1948-1949 under the chair- 
manship of Natalie Lapike, College of the Sequoras, 
‘isalia. It was submitted to Mr. Roy E. Simpson, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, on June 20, 1949, 
and is now being studied by the staff of the State De- 





partment of Education. Only a few minor changes and 
deletions were made in preparing the report for publica- 


tion in this issue 


For several years California school li- 
brarians have felt the need for a state 
school library advisory service. At the 
state meeting of S.L.A.C. in Fresno in 
March, 1948 the problem was discussed 
by the membership and a motion was 
passed that such a study be undertaken. 
The State Executive Board approved the 
project in November 1948 and proposed 
that the State Professional Committee 
undertake the study to consider plans 
for a school library consultant in the 
State Department of Education. 

Realizing the importance of this proj- 
ect to California school librarianship, the 
committee sought to investigate very 
carefully all phases of the subject be- 
fore making any final recommendations. 
Letters were sent to the twenty-four 
states listed in ALA Bulletin for Decem- 
ber 15, 1947 as having school library 
advisory services. Twenty-one states re- 
plied, giving complete information con- 
cerning their organization and services. 
Members of the committee examined all 
sources of information available for the 
understanding of the proposed consult- 
ant service: library laws; the reports of 
the California Framework Committee: 
educational and school library objectives; 
and The Administration, Organization 
and Financial Support of the Public 
School System, State of California, pre- 
pared in 1945 under the direction of Dr. 
George D. Strayer for the State Recon- 
struction and Reemployment Commis 
sion. A sub-committee was also appoint- 
ed to make a survey to determine the 
availability of library opportunities in 
our elementary schools. 


The need for the development of li- 
brary service in elementary schools in 
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California is eloquently shown in the 
statistics from questionnaires received 
from forty of the fifty-seven county su- 
perintendents: ‘in 1,398 elementary 
schools, there are 19 full-time certificated 
librarians; 3 part-time certificated libra- 
rians; 2 full-time teacher-librarians with 


some library training; 48 part-time 
teacher-librarians with some library 
training; 152 part-time teacher-libra- 
rians with no library training; 668 


schools with county library service; and 
96 schcols with public library service. 
Thus, there are 1,174 elementary schools 
in the forty counties with no library 
service within the school. 634 schools 
do not even have county or public 
library service. 
According to a recent survey’ based 
on reports frem twenty-eight placement 
bureaus in the state, the demand for 
certificated personnel in the field of libra- 


rianship far exceeds the supply. This 
demand has been labeled “No. 1. 


Shortage Critical.” There is need for a 
coordinated campaign of recruitment on 
a state-wide basis. 

As of October 31, 1948, the enroll- 
ment in the public schools of California 
showed a total increase of 119,114, or 
6.8 per cent, since October 31, 1947. 
The increase in total graded enrollment 
was 77,020, or 5.2 per cent. Forty per 
cent of the gain was in kindergarten and 
grade one. Reports indicate that the 
population of the state will continue to 
increase and that by 1960 California 
may rank as the second largest state in 
the country. These facts are significant 
from an educational standpoint. School 
facilities are being rapidly expanded and 
extended throughout the state. There is, 
however, no central clearing-house of 
information available in the state where 
administrators and librarians may turn 
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J. C., and Douglass, A. A. **Teacher Supply 
and Demand.” 


California Schools, April, 1949 


2 **Enrollment in California Public Schools.’* Califor- 
nia Schools, January, 1949. 








for professional help on problems of li- 
brary planning, personnel, standards, etc. 
This assistance is urgently needed if 
school library service is to be improved 
and the teaching of our boys and girls 
made more effective. 
OBJECTIVES 

The goals of the suggested advisory 
service are based on general educational, 
curriculum, and specific school library 
objectives. These objectives, originally 
set down in 1918, are known to all of 
us as the “Seven Cardinal Principles of 
Education.” They are: health, com- 
mand of fundamental processes, worthy 
home membership, vocation, civic educa- 
tion, worthy use cf leisure, and ethical 
character. They have been restated more 


recently by the Educational Policies 
Commission’ as self-realization, human 
relationship, economic efficiency, and 
civic responsibility. These have been 


adopted by the California Framework 

Committee as a statement of the pur- 

poses of public education in California. 

They form the cornerstone underlving 

the ideals and activities of the school 

and the school library. 

School Libraries Today and Tomor- 
row” outlines the principles and pur- 
poses of the school library as they were 
developed by the Joint Committee of the 
National Education Association and the 
American Library Association in 1941. 
Miss Fargo states the objectives as fol- 
lows:" 

1. To acquire books and other materials 
in line with the demands of the cur- 
riculum and the needs of boys and 
girls and to organize these materials 
for effective use. 

2. To guide pupils in their choice of 
books and other materials of learning 
desired both for personal and curricu- 
lar purposes. 


> U. S. Bureau of Education Bulletin 35, 1918 


* Educational Policies Commission. The Purposes of 
Education in American Democracy. National Education 
Association, 1938. 
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5 A.L.A. Committee on Post-War Planning. 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow. A.L.A., 1 


® Fargo, L. F. The Library in the School. 4th ed. 
A.L.A., 1947 
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To develop in pupils skill and re- 
sourcefulness in their use of books 
and libraries and to encourage the 
habit of personal investigation. 

4. To help pupils establish a wide range 

of significant interests. 

To provide aesthetic experience and 

develop appreciation of the arts. 
6. To encourage lifelong education 
through the use of library resources. 
7. To encourage social attitudes and 
provide experience in social and 
democratic living. 
8. To work cooperatively and construc 
tively with instructional and adminis- 
trative staff of the school. 
Administrators are becoming increas- 
ingly aware of the dynamic role of the 
school library and the effectiveness of 
its contribution to the instructional pro- 
gram. Dr. Harold Spears sees the school 
library as the coordinating agency for 
the curriculum and maintains that if it 
is functioning as a part of the instruc- 
tional program in the wav it should, the 
librarian becomes a curriculum leader.’ 

School librarians are very much inter- 
ested in the work of the California 

Framework Committee and would like 

to have a part in its activities. A library 

advisory service in the State Department 
of Education would be in a key position 
to interpret the real functions of the 
library in the school to this committee 
and to others working on curriculum 
problems. 

Objectives of the state advisory serv- 
ice would be: 

To provide library service to all chil- 

dren in the state. It is especially im- 

portant that consultant service: should 

be available outside the metropolitan 
areas. Information, advice, and aid 
would be available to school adminis- 
trators, librarians, and teachers 
through school visits, conferences, and 
correspondence wherever sought or 
needed. The result would be enlight- 
enment as to the potentialities to be 
found through wide use of the library 
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7 Spears, Harold. “‘The School Library as the Co- 
ordinatine Agency for the Curriculum.’* The School 
Review, September, 1948 
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in the school program. Emphasis 
would be placed on the development 
of elementary school libraries in areas 
where little or nothing has been done. 

2. To assist in improving service in 
school libraries already organized. 

Consideration would be given to bet- 
ter standards and numbers needed in 
personnel in order to achieve better 
service in the preparation and dis- 
semination of materials. 

3. To work for and plan programs of 
activities that are important to school 
library development in the state: 
workshops, institutes, etc. 

4. To work with other subject special- 
ists in the State Department of 
Education in coordinating and plan- 
ning the total education program. 

. To assist in working out adequate 
standards for school libraries on vari- 
ous levels. This would include stand- 
ards for physical facilities, book col- 
lections, load, clerical help, profes- 
sionally trained librarians, etc. 

6. To encourage programs of recruit- 
ment for school library service, and 
the appointment of qualified person- 
nel in school libraries. 

7. To cooperate with library schools in 
a training program and plan in-serv- 
ice training programs for teacher-li- 
brarians. 

8. To provide a central clearing-house 
of information and materials about 
school libraries. 

9. To encourage membership and active 
participation in the activities of 
library and educational organizations. 

10. To develop in children good reading 
habits and an appreciation of libraries 
that will carry over into adult life. 
A job analysis of the suggested state 

consultant service has been drafted. It 

is based upon lists submitted by state 
consultants, the recommendations of 
representative California school libra- 
rians, and the excellent outline of duties 
prepared by Mary Peacock Douglas.” 
These functions are most effective 
when the consultant service works close- 
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Duties.” 


““State Supervisor has 
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ly with administrators, teachers, and 

librarians in the schools and colleges 

and with the staff members of the State 

Department of Education. In this way 

the library is coordinated with the other 

educational areas, and the school library 
representative shares with other subject 
specialists in planning the total state 
educational program. 

INSTRUCTIONAL DUTIES 

1. Prepare special bibliographies useful 
to school libraries on the elementary 
and secondary levels. 

2. Provide booklists for rural 

libraries. 

. Prepare lists on specified subjects 
when requested. 

4. Prepare manuals of library organiza- 
tion for teacher-librarians and for 
teachers in rural schools. 

. Promote a program of instruction in 
the use of the library for pupils. 

6. Publicize the school library through 
special bulletins and articles in educa- 
tional and library journals. 

7. Participate in workshops and other 
programs planned by the State De- 
partment of Education. 

8. Keep informed about educational 
developments in California. 

ADvisorY DUTIES 

1. Advise librarians on individual pro- 
fessional problems. 

2. Cooperate with library schools in pro- 
grams of training for school librarians 
and the placement of qualified libra- 
rians. 

. Confer with teacher-training institu- 
tions, and encourage teaching of the 
use of the library to prospective 
teachers. 

4. Help county superintendents organ- 
ize library service in rural schools 
when that service is transferred from 
county libraries. 

. Make recommendations for improve- 
ment of library service when this is 
requested by an administrator or 
librarian. 

6. Encourage membership in local, state, 
and national professional organiza- 
tions. 

7. Stimulate the extension 
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libraries, and travel to small cities 
and rural areas to give professional 
assistance and advice to school libra- 
rians and others doing library work 
in schools. 
EVALUATIVE DUTIES 
1. Collect, organize, and interpret sta- 
tistics about the school libraries of 
the state. 
2. Interpret national 
school libraries. 
3. Aid in the formulation of standards 
for California school libraries. 
4. Study all phases of school library 
needs and trends. 
Keep in touch with school library 
developments in other states. 
6. Interpret laws and regulations that 
affect school libraries. 
PLANNING DUTIES 
1. Assist in planning new libraries: 
floor plans, lighting, equipment, etc. 
2. Hold office conferences, and cor- 
respond with principals, superintend- 
ents, teachers, and librarians for the 
purpose of analyzing local problems, 
planning for the growth of service 
and for more effective use of books 
and other library materials. 
Plan regional in-service training con- 
ferences to help  teacher-librarians 
and untrained teachers assigned to 
the library during the period of 
shortage of trained personnel. 
4. Plan and assist in programs aimed at 
encouraging capable people to enter 
the field of school librarianship. 
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5. Cooperate with other library agencies 
inthe state. 
6. Work with curriculum and other 


state committees in developing educa- 
tional programs. 
QUALIFICATIONS 

The committee recommends that the 
personnel of the service be graduates of 
library schools accredited by the Ameri- 
can Library Association Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship, have a thorough 
background of experience in school li- 
braries on several educational levels, and 
have proven administrative ability. 
There should be a good educational back- 


ground, an awareness of educational and 


library problems in California, ability 
to deal understandingly with admin- 
istrators, teachers, librarians, and lay 
groups, and capacity for doing a good 
public relations job. 

PLACEMENT OF THE ADvisoRY SERVICE 

Another of the important problems 
considered by the committee was the 
status or placement of the service. A 
study of the setup in the twenty-four 
states reveals that in only four’ is the 
school library advisor in the state library 
and directly responsible to that body. In 
each of the other twenty states, the con- 
sultant or advisor is placed in one of the 
major instructional divisions in turn re- 
sponsible to the state superintendent of 
public instruction. In several of. these 
states, the division of school libraries has 
been established in the state department 
of education and the consultant is direc- 
tor of the division. 

The experience in Indiana is note- 
worthy. There, the present position of 
Director, School Libraries and Teaching 
Materials, replaced, in 1945, the School 
Library Advisor in the Extension Di- 
vision of the State Library. “This trans- 
fer of position, with augmentation of 
responsibilities, is in keeping with the 
trend in seventeen other states that have 
made school library consultant services 
available in the State Department of 
Education.””” 

There is a trend in favor of placing 
school library consultants in an instruc- 
tional division of the state department 
of education. It should be noted that sev- 
eral of the states now employ two super- 
visors or consultants. 

As a result of the adoption of the 
Strayer report, the California State De- 
partment of Education was reorganized 
into six divisions. Five new divisions 
were established: Departmental Admin- 
istration, State Colleges and Teacher 
Education, Special Schools and Services, 
Public School Administration, and the 





® Arkansas, Illinois, Michigan, Oregon. (In the case 
of Arkansas, recommendation has already been made 
that the office be transferred to the State Department of 
Education as soon as it can be arranged.) 


10 Indiana State Department of Public I{nstruction. 
Indiana Educational Activities, October 18, 1948. 





Division of Instruction. All the bureaus 
directly concerned with the instructional 
program are in the Division of Instruc- 


tion: Adult Education, Audio-Visual 
Education, Elementary Education, 
Physical Education and Recreation, Sec- 
ondary Education, and the various bu- 
reaus dealing with aspects of vocational 
education 

The sixth division is one that had al- 
ready been created by law: the Division 
of Libraries (State Library). The re- 
sponsibilities of the State Library in- 
clude: maintenance of the State Library, 


law library, government documents, 
California collection, services to the 
blind, loan system to schools through 


county libraries, interlibrary loan serv- 


ice. The California Education Code, 
Sec. 22004 states: “The State Librarian 


shall administer the State Library in 
accordance with law and such regula- 
tions as may be adopted by the State 
Board of Education, which board shall 
determine all policies for the conduct 
of the State Library.” 

School librarians feel that their chief 
function in the educational structure 
would point to placement of the service 
within the Division of Instruction. Expe- 
rience in other states has proved that 
this is an excellent place for it. Realiza- 
tion that the consultant has an equal 
status with other consultants in the di- 
vision would gain for the school library 
recognition of its place as the center of 
the instructional program, and in turn, 
long-awaited awareness of the school li- 
brarian as a teacher and not as an over- 
worked clerk burdened down by text- 
books and other duties without sufficient 
professional and clerical assistance. It is 
evident that, being in an instructional 
division, the library consultants would 
be in a better position to work with 
school administrators by having equal 
status with other consultants. They 
could much more easily communicate to 
the staff of the State Department of 
Education the objectives of school library 
service. 

Other states have found it possible 
for consultants and supervisors of the 
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division of instruction to cooperate in 
many ways in the course of duties 
which take them to all paris of the state. 
The state of Washington reports: “Our 
whole State Department staff is very 
cognizant of the need for development 
of adequate library facilities and serv- 
ices in our schools with the result that 
all of our people are constantly stress 
ing the need for better library services 
when they visit schools.” South Carolina 
states: “Work in developing and im- 
proving libraries has been much easier 
since the entire division is interested in 
it as part of the instructional program.” 

Having this status in the State De- 
partment of Education, the consultant 
service would be more readily invited 
to serve on committees of curriculum 
development, and would be in an excel- 
lent position to make recommendations 
for more effective teaching of the cur 
riculum through improved and extended 
library service. It has also been suggested 
to the committee that the school library 
consultant service have bureau status 
within the Division of Instruction with 
adequate professional and clerical as- 
sistance to enable the office to function 
efficiently. 

ACHIEVEMENTS IN OTHER STATES 

The reports of the various states on 
their school library services indicate 
steady achievement working toward 
greater accomplishments in the field of 
education. Many of them have been 
successful in realizing their immediate 
objectives. Generally, administrators are 
more fully informed concerning school 
library objectives and have gained an un- 
derstanding of what constitutes good li- 
brary service. They are encouraged to 
expand school library facilities and pro- 
grams when they recognize that such 
service is approved and supported by 
the state department of education. More 
library consultants and other librarians 
are serving on curriculum committees. 
Michigan, for example, has a School Li- 
brary Sub-committee of the State Cur- 
riculum Planning Committee. 

Many of the states have successfully 
carried out programs of in-service train- 
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ing. In Wisconsin last year, the Library 

School, the Library Division of the De- 

partment of Public Instruction, and the 

Free Library Commission sponsored a 

three-day Institute on Library Service to 

Schools. An interesting example of what 

can be accomplished in the way of plan- 

ning professional conferences in cooper- 
ation with other groups is illustrated by 

the ten regional conferences held in IIli- 

nois during October of last year. The 

theme for all of them was “The Place 
of the Library in the New Enriched 

Curriculum.” Minnesota schedules about 

a dozen fall conferences in different 

parts of the state. Kentucky has made 

a fine contribution in publishing the full 

report of the Workshop for Beginning 

Librarians held at the University of 

Kentucky a year ago. The workshop was 

sponsored jointly by the State Depart- 

ment of Education and the Library Sci- 
ence Department of the University of 

Kentucky. 

Though the problem of qualified per- 
sonnel is still a critical one, there has 
been a marked increase in the number 
of trained librarians and _ teacher-libra- 
rians serving in the schools. The follow- 
ing points stand out as indicative of the 
yeneral trend of progress in other states: 
|. Growing recognition of school library 

values in the educational program by 

the school administrator, the class- 
room teacher, and lay groups of the 
communities served. 

2. Greater appreciation of the value of 
the librarian’s contribution toward 
the development of the curriculum 
by placement of library consultants 
on curriculum committees and utiliza 
tion of school librarians for the same 
work within schools. 

3. Interpretation of school library needs 
in the improvement of preparation 
not only of librarians but also of 
teachers. 

4. Stimulation of in-service training of 

school librarians through conferences 

on individual problems, regional group 
meetings, and summer workshops. 

Raising of standards for school li- 

braries through increasing training 
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requirements for librarians and by ob- 
taining recognition of 
qualifications. 

6. Increase in the number of elemen- 

tary school libraries. 

Increased school library budgets 

through state aid and legislative pro- 

grams. 

8. Improvement of school library facili- 
ties through the setting up of stand- 
ards. 

9. Improved coordination of existing li- 
brary services in the states for the 
benefit of the schools. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
“Since adequate school-library service 
is essential to the educational program 
it should be state-wide. It should exist 
not only in the progressive and wealthy 
sections but also in the less favored parts 
of the state.”** School Libraries for To 

day and Tomorrow recommends ™.. . 

that a program of school library super- 

vision with qualified personnel be in 
cluded in every state department of 
education to the end that more adequate 
opportunity for every school child may 
be attained.” 

The objectives and duties of the sug- 
gested 
sistent 
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state consultant service are 
with accepted educational and 
library objectives and standards. It 
would work to provide library opportu- 
nities on all educational levels. There 
are two areas for development: one is 
outside the metropolitan centers; the 
other is in the field of elementary edu 
cation. This professional help on a state- 
wide basis would be the most effective 
method for extending and improving 
the quality and quantity of school library 
Service. 7 
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The library in the school serves its 
chief function when it is integrated 
with the school’s curriculum and instruc: 
tional program and when the librarian 
acts as a true curriculum leader. As now 
organized, all the consultant services 
bearing on instruction in the public 





schools of California are coordinated 
t National Society for the Study of Education. Forty 
md Year-book. Pt. Il: The Library in General Edu 

1. University of Chicago Press, 1943. 
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within the Division of Instruction. 

Therefore, on behalf of the School 
Library Association of California and 
all the school librarians of the state, 
this committee has presented to the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion a request that a school library 
consultant service be established in the 
Division of Instruction of the State De- 
partment of Education. 


Note: Mimeographed copies of the 
report as submitted to the State Depart- 
ment of Education are available from 
the Chairman of the State Professional 
Committee, Mr. E. Ben Evans, Kern 
County Union High School District, 
Fourteenth at F Street, Bakersfield, Cali- 


fornia. 

THE EDITOR’S PAGE ... 
(Continued from page 8) 

board at meetings of school admin- 

istrators. 

We want to publicize our efforts in 
this matter throughout the entire state, 
so that teachers, principals, superintend- 
ents, school boards, P.T.A. groups, and 
all other organizations interested in the 
public school system in California will 
have a better understanding of why a 
scheol library consultant service is so 
necessary. 

Please do your part in publicizing 
this report to all interested parties in 
your community. Your Association is 
counting on your help! 

BARTON H. KNOWLES 


CHESTER THORNE 
3340 Yorkshire Road Pasadena 8 


THE “NEW LOOK”... 


(Continued from page 6) 

teen years. Instead of being bogged down 
with circulation figures, records, and 
rules and regulations, we are practicing 
good salesmanship, wily advertising, not 
only in our own domains but all over 
the school. In many cases we have 
demonstrated our flexibility, our versa- 
tility, and even our amiability by ac- 
cepting the responsibility of audio-visual 
materials, by managing to keep our fin- 
gers on the pulses of several committee 
rooms as well as a large reading room, 
and by tossing out the old logical classi- 
fications of books and accepting those 
of students’ interests. In fact, in some 
schools this “new look” has gone so far 
as to make the school librarian one of 
the curriculum planners. How do we 
do it! 

Perhaps the answer may be found in 
these words. Over the main door of the 
Palais de Chaillot, where once the As- 
sembly of the United Nations met, there 
is this inscription: “IT DEPENDS 
UPON HIM WHO ENTERS 
WHETHER I BE TOMB OR TREAS- 
URE. WHETHER I SPEAK OR RE- 
MAIN SILENT COMES ONLY 
FROM YOU. FRIEND, DO NOT 
ENTER HERE WITHOUT DESIRE.” 
So it is with our jobs. Whether they 
speak cr remain silent depends on us. 


SERVE ON S.L.A.C. COMMITTEES. 
THE ASSOCIATION NEEDS 
YOUR HELP. 


ARTHUR WAGSTAFF 
P. O. Box 1158 Walnut Creek 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. 
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Junior Literary Guild 
Literary Guild of America 


Garden City Publishing Co. 
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BRATTON, KARL H. 
TALES OF THE MAGIC MIRROR 


Far away and long ago tales of enchantment and mystery 
supplied with brave knights, lonely castles, witches, lovely 
princesses, giants, and goblins. The stories have variety, 
humor, and delightful fancifulness and originality. Il- 
lustrated by Jack Thurston. 


November 15, 1949—240 pages, 8vo with 
one illustration in full color and 18 in 
See Mirror $3.00 


GEBAROFF, ARA JENNINGS (J) 
STEFANIE WAS THE GOOD ONE 


A story of the little Polish girl who tried to become a 
good American. Polish-American life at the turn of the 
century. This tender story will appeal to boys and girls 
from six to twelve. Illustrated by Frank Fickle. 
November 30, 1949—100 pages, 8vo, with 

one illustration in full color and 10 in 
Dawe GN WRING «2.3: Stefanie $2.50 





IRGANG, FRANK J. (A) 
ETCHED IN PURPLE 


An honest and objective chronicle of the experiences of 
. an American soldier in the Infantry on the European 

Front in World War II. All of the horror, brutality, and 

senselessness of modern war is ably depicted. 


December 5, 1949—256 pages, large 12mo 
sie eee cathe Note NE Ree anne Purple $3.50 





ee — NOCK, ALBERT JAY (Es.) 
LETTERS FROM ALBERT JAY 
Letters from NOCK, 1924-1945 


Edited by Frank W. Garrison. 


Albert Jay Nock The first published collection of letters from Albert Jay 


Nock were written to his friends, Ellen Winsor, Rebecca 
Winsor Evans, and Edmund C. Evans. An important 
item for collectors and admirers of the great writer and 





thinker. 
December 15, 1949—Approx. 244 pages, 
MO cet re ae eae Lee Nock $3.00 
ADVENTURES 
CACTUS LAND 
(Ai aa ote 
e *" e. “ee @ j . 
HERNDON, BETTY BOULTON (J) +. 6 8 
ADVENTURES IN CACTUS LAND ay wo 


Great times and dangerous experiences are shared by 
Ronnie Road Runner, the Thrasher brothers, and Honey 
Hummingbird, little desert friends, in this delightful 
book for boys and girls from six to ten years old. Illus- 
trated by the author. 


January 10, 1950—169 pages, 8vo, with 
one illustration in full color and 40 in 





SOU AN ID acco sssseccssccecnsne Cactus $3.00 
Dlustrated by the author 
Ar F PEABODY, CLAIRE (J) 
SMC i SINGING SAILS 
. This is a charming account of a child’s journey through 


the seven seas on a sailing ship. Illustrated by Cecil 


G ile Gi Smith. 

Jill Ch | January 30, 1950—197 pages, 8vo, with 

one illustration in full color and 21 in 
ERO, WIN WHEE asco icici nictcgcccstanes Sails $3.00 





MANTER, ETHEL VAN VICK (A) 
ROCKET OF THE COMSTOCK 


An exciting blend of the story of the Comstock Lode and 
of its famous bonanza king, John W. Mackay. 
February 20, 1950—Approx. 285 pages, 

8vo, with 33 illustrations in black and 
NE sos Ae ee Comstock $5.00 
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FORREST, EARLE R. (A) 


ARIZONA’S DARK AND BLOODY Pea eA 


GROUND NA’S 
x 

. al ak DARK AND BLOODY 
A carefully authenticated account of the exciting Gra- 

ham-Tewksbury cattle war of the 10's. A revised and GROUND 
enlarged edition has been planned for 1950 publication of 
this splendid Western classic, which has been out of A EARLE R. FORREST 
print for a number of years. M 

March 1, 1950—392 pages, 12mo, 22 illus- 
trations from old photographs.....Arizona $4.00 





HOADLEY, MABEL V. (J) 


CHI-KEETA AND THE 
PUK-WUDJIS 
Wee elfin-like folk of Indian legend bring adventure and 


fun to a little Indian girl in deep trouble. Illustrated by 
Robert Holcomb. 


March 20, 1950—Approx. 132 pages, 8vo, 
with 11 illustrations in black and white 
cepts akatanicse tates xtaceied pcaaeaseat Puk-wudjis $3.00 


ANDERSON, EVA GREENSLIT (A) 
CHIEF SEATTLE 


A scholarly yet popular biography of the great Indian 
chief for whom Seattle was named. A reprint of a popu- 
lar Caxton title that has not been available for many 
months. 

March 30, 1950—390 pages, 8vo, with col- 

ored frontispiece, 2 other colored plates, 

and 23 illustrations in black and white by 

Fern Coisaneau Duncan _. ...seattle $5.00 





O'NEILL, SHEILA (J) 
SHAUN AND SHEILA 


The charming and humorous story of Irish twins who 
know leprechauns and fairies which will delight young- 
sters of all ages. Illustrated by Marjorie Crittenden. 
April 15, 1950—Approx. 110 pages, 8vo, 
with one illustration in full color and 35 
in black and white __.. ik Shaun $3.00 
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DRESBACH, GLENN WARD (LP) 
COLLECTED POEMS (1918-1948) 


A noteworthy event in literary circles is the publication 
of the collected poems of Glenn Ward Dresbach, who has 
been for twenty years a recognized and well-loved Ameri- 
can poet. In addition to those poems which were included 
in earlier volumes, this book contains one hundred poems 
hitherto unpublished. 


May 30, 1950—Approx. 314 pages, 8vo 
SN Si ens te eee Me cE ane Collected $5.00 


illustrated 





MICHEL, EMILIE LOUISE 


TALES FROM THE ELVES’ 
FOREST 


Busy little Frunig, 
arduous housekeeping 
Hu find her lost shoe, her blue handkerchief, and her hus- 
For boys and girls from six to twelve. 


finds time in between an 


schedule to help lovely Shathula 


Illustrated by Charlotte Heaton-Sessions. 

May 1, 1950—Approx. 116 pages, 8vo, 

with one illustration in full color and 11 
Elves $2.50 


in black and white 





LONG, MARGARET, M.D. 
THE SHADOW OF THE ARROW 


An account, geographical and historical, of barren Death 
Valley by one who knows the country intimately. A C 
ton title out-of-print for many months. 
enlarged edition has been planned for 1950 publication. 


June 20, 1950—Approx. 380 pages, 8vo, 
Arrow $5.00 


A revised and 
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(Continued from page 5) 
time is not far away when this afhli- 
ation, so desired by the membership, 
will result in a school library consultant 
for California. Especially is this service 
needed outside the metropolitan areas. 

Of equal importance will be the proj- 
ect proposed for the coming year—the 
study and establishment of standards 
that will provide a basis for greater li- 
brary opportunities to ALL the children 
of the state. 

If we, as school librarians, are to 
make our contribution to the develop- 
ment of this greater California, to its 
children with whose growth we are con- 
cerned, we can do it only when there 
are standards that insure us time to 
work with children and teachers. 

Is it enough that we have the physical 
contacts with books, but no time for in- 
spiration or for seeing the light in the 
eyes of children finding new friends in 
books? New horizons through apprecia- 
tion of books are the right of ALL the 
children. There MUST be time to help 
children make new friends with books, 
but above all, to understand and have 
time for the problems of children. 

And so our professional growth must 
include studies of standards and criteria 
for service, personnel, guidance, budget, 
book selection, better housing facilities, 
clerical help, textbook supervision time 
allotments, etc. Acceptance of such cri- 
teria by our administrators can come 
only after there is a unified professional 
expression of our needs, guaranteed 
through the State Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

It is important that our State Asso- 
ciation should place emphasis on pro- 
fessional growth each year. To this end, 
more funds have been directed to this 
purpose, and to supporting the publicity 
needed to publicize these studies. 

Since the war years we have attached 
greater importance to our Bulletin. We 
know that it is our best ambassador. It 


interprets the activities of the State Ex- 
ecutive Board to the membership. It 
reports professional growth. It reaches 
out across the nation to make new 
friends for libraries, to tell other libra- 
rians of the activities of California school 
librarians. This has enabled our State 
Association to become more completely 
a coordinating agency, with the centers 
of activity and business vested in the 
sections. 

Significant changes in plans for our 
state meetings have come about during 
the past year. Following the policy of 
the American Library Association, as 
far as meetings are concerned, there is a 
desire by many members to try regional 
locations in selecting meeting places. 
Last year the State Meeting was in Los 
Angeles. This year, San Francisco beck- 
ons. It is hoped that in choosing these 
larger centers in alternate years more 
members may attend state meetings. We 
lcok forward to these annual contacts, 
to seeing old friends, toward making 
new ones. 

Come to San Francisco in the spring! 
Save the date—March 11-12, 1950. 
Make vour plans now. San Francisco 
will welcome you! 


Recruitment 


As a stimulus to recruitment pro- 
grams. Field Enterprises, Inc.. will 
contribute awards for the most effective 
recruiting activities designed to interest 
young men and women in the library 
field during 1949. Details of this offer 
are given in a leaflet entitled Recruiting 
Begins With You. Copies are available 
from the Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship. American Library Association, 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, IIli- 
nois. 


PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 


Please mention the Bulletin when pur- 
chasing from them. 


at Rn 








SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN SECTION 











1949-1950 
OFFICERS 
President ........Miss Margaret Jackson, Santa Monica High School, Santa Monica 
Vice-President.....Mrs. Margaret Crawford, Westchester Junior High School, Los Angeles 25 
Secretary................Miss Maxine McCulloch, Robert E. Lee Elementary School, Long Beach 4 
Treasurer... aioe .........Miss Marjorie Schramling, Los Angeles High School, Los Angeles 6 
Director -Miss Marion Horton, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools ‘ 
COMMITTEES 
BOOK 
Miss Nance O’Neall, Chairman, Manual Arts High School, Los Angeles 37 
Miss Ida E. Cornwell, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Helen Corcoran, McKinley Junior High School, Pasadena 
Miss Elizabeth Dawson, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Jean Galehouse, Hollywood High School, Hollywood 
Miss Evelyn Will, Mark Twain Library, Long Beach 8 
Mrs. Kenneth Kessler, Fullerton High School, Fullerton 
Miss Marjory Pearson, Southgate High School, Southgate 
Miss Zelma Revier, Alexander Hamilton High School, Los Angeles 34 
Miss Mary Louise Seely, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Hazel Vaughan, Beverly Hills High School, Beverly Hills 
BULLETIN 
Miss Mary Fleck, Associate Editor, Polytechnic High School, Long Beach 13 
Mrs. Mildred Frary, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Helen Herney, Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles 27 
Miss Elsie Hill, Washington Irving Junior High School, Los Angeles 41 
Miss Myrtle Imhoff, Roosevelt Junior High School, San Diego 3 
Miss Daisy Lake, Glendale High School, Glendale 
Miss Ethel Long, Woodrow Wilson Junior High School, San Diego 5 
Miss Edith Sperry, Santa Monica City College, Santa Monica 
Miss Ima Venable, Jefferson Junior High School, Long Beach 4 
HISTORY yie 
i Hope Potter (Retired), Chairman, Redlands 
Lois Fannin, Library Department, Long Beach Public Schools, Long Beach 
; Ruth Lewis (Retired), Los Angeles 
Ella Morgan (Retired), Pasadena ¥ 
Marjorie Van Deusen (Retired), Los Angeles 
MEMBERSHIP 
Miss Elizabeth O. Williams, Chairman, Library and Textbook Section, 
Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Cosette Anderson, Union High School, El Monte 
Miss Edna E. Anderson, Department of Libraries, Long Beach Public Schools, 
Long Beach 
Miss Mildred Brown, Elementary School Library, Riverside 
Miss Ruth B. Coburn, Sweetwater High School, National City 
Mrs. Mildred Field, Union High School, Orange 
Miss Mary Louise Fundenberg, Eliot Junior High School, Altadena 
Miss Marguerite Gaspar, Union High School, Santa Maria 
Mrs. Christina M. Mashtaire, East Bakerstield High School, Bakersfield 
Miss Mary E. Pew, Redlands High School, Redlands 
PROFESSIONAL 
Miss Dorothy Frizzell Smith, Chairman, City College Library, Tong Beach 8 
Miss Winifred Andrews, South Pasadena Junior High School, South Pasadena 
Miss Nina Pearl Briggs, Santa Maria Elementary School, Santa Maria 
Miss Eleanor M. Homer, City College Library, Pasadena 4 
Miss Elizabeth Neal, Compton College Library, Compton 
Mr. Deloss Williams, Union High School, Whittier 
Mrs. Wileithyia Williams, Carver Junior High School, Los Angeles 11 
PROGRAM 
Mrs. Vera Walls, Chairman, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles 
City Schools 
Miss Verna Andrew, LeConte Junior High School, Los Angeles 28 
Miss Louise Butler, Hamilton Junior High School, Long Beach 6 
Mrs. Pauline Elliott, North Hollywood Junior High School, North Hollywood 
Mrs. Marian D. Harris, City College, Los Angeles 27 
Mrs. Frances Lamb, Polytechnic High School, Riverside 
Mrs. Anne M. Massey. Lindbergh Junior High School, Long Beach 5 
Mrs. Ann B. Molloy, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles 15 
Miss Ina Mae Odegard, Elementary School Libraries, Santa Ana s 


Miss Lenore Townsend, Beverly Hills Elementary School, Beverly Hills 

Miss Alice Torkelsen, La Cumbre Junior High School, Santa Barbara 
PUBLICITY 

Miss Florence Riniker, University High School, Los Angeles 25 

Miss Alice Marie Garrison, Long Beach City College, Long Beach §& 

Miss Gertrude Johnson, John Muir College, Pasadena 3 

Mrs. Nadine Stegelmeyer, Fairfax High School, Los Angeles 

Miss Jewel Wright, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 

(Continued on page 20) 
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SCHOOL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA 


NORTHERN SECTION 


1949-1950 

OFFICERS 
President Miss Margaret Meister, Coloma Elementary School, Sacramento 16 
Vice-President Mrs. Jane Donaldson, Professional Library, Stockton 
Secretary Miss Marguerite Hurle, David Lubin Elementary School, Sacramento 16 
Treasurer Mrs. Rhoda Morgan, North Sacramento School District, North Sacramento 
Director Miss Mary Lins, High School of Commerce, San Francisco 2 

COMMITTEES 


AUDIO-VISUAL 
Mrs. Florence Mendenhall, Chairman, Professional Library, Palo Alto 
Mrs. Gertrude Stacy, Sunnyvale Elementary School, Sunnyvale 
Miss Helen Bullock, San Jose State College, San Jose 14 
AUDITING 
Mrs. Marguerite Hulse, Chairman, Coloma Elementary School, Sacramento 16 
Mrs. Ruth Lockwood, College of Marin, Kentfield 
Miss Mary Lins, High School of Commerce, San Francisco 
BOOK 
Miss Quail Hawkins, Chairman, Sather Gate Book Shop, Berkeley 
Miss Joy Belle Jackson, Alameda County Schools, Oakland 
Miss Eugenia McCabe, Castlemont High School, Oakland 3 
Mrs. Marguerite Kirschman, Bret Harte Junior High School, Oakland 2 
Mrs. Gladys Toomey, Walnut Creek Elementary School, Walnut Creek 
BUDGET 
Mrs. Ruth M. Lockwood, Chairman, College of Marin, Kentfield 
Mrs. Marguerite Hulse, Coloma Elementary School, Sacramento 16 
Miss Nan R. Sykes, Edison High School, Stockton 
BULLETIN 


Mr. Barton H. Knowles, Editor, Samuel Gompers Trades School, San 

Miss Jean Anderson, Lowell High School, San Francisco 17 

Miss Marie Carroll, Polytechnic High School, San Francisco 

Miss Edith Bond, Teachers Professional Library, San Francisco 9 

Miss Bess Landfear, Audio-Visual Department, San Francisco 9 

Miss Lucile Wester, Elmhurst Junior High School, Oakland 3 

Miss Dorothy Hamilton, San Carlos Elementary Central School, San 

Miss Vera Ann Swoboda, Gilroy Union High School, Gilroy 

Mrs. Gladys Armstrong, Petaluma Junior High School, Petaluma 

Mrs. Dorotha D. Elliot, Fresno High School, Fresno 
COLLEGE 

Mrs. Elma L. C. Young, Chairman, Placer College, Auburn 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Miss Dorothy Hamilton, Chairman, San Carlos Elementary 

San Carlos 

Miss Bernice Braden, American Legion Elementary School, 

Miss Yvonne Poirier, Piedmont Public Schools, Piedmont 11 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. Lloyd A. Seanlon, Chairman, Vallejo Junior High School, 

Mrs. Lavada H. Bovey, Franklin Junior High School, Vallejo 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Miss Ruth Fletcher, Chairman, Acalanes Union High School, 

Mrs. Fern Davis, Alhambra Union High School, Martinez 

Mrs. Thelma Dahlin, Contra Costa County Library, Martinez 
HISTORY AND RECORDS 

Miss Hazel Levy, Chairman, Oakland High School, Oakland 

Mrs. Florence Gardiner, San Leandro High School, San Leandro 

Miss Eugenia McCabe, Castlemont High School, Oakland 3 
MEMBERSHIP 

Miss Genevieve Walker, Chairman, Sutter Junior High School, 

Miss Zula Andrews, Aptos Junior High School, San Francisco 

Mrs. Jane Donaldson, Professional Library, Stockton 

Miss Eugenia McCabe, Castlemont High School, Oakland 3 

Mrs. Gladys Faulkner, McKinley High School, Honolulu 14. T.H. 

Miss Mary H. McKay, Alexander Hamilton Junior High School, Fresno 4 

Mrs. Marguerite Hulse, Coloma Elementary School, Sacramento 16 

Miss Valentina Nielsen, Chico High School, Chico 
PROFESSIONAL 

Miss Natalie Lapike, Chairman, College of the Sequoias, 

Mrs. Florence Gardiner. San Leandro Hieh School, San 

Mrs. Ruth Lockwood, College of Marin, Kentfield 

Miss Eugenia McCabe, Castlemont High School, Oakland 3 

Miss Elizabeth Scott, Lowell High School, San Francisco 17 
PROGRAM 

Mrs. Fern Davis, Chairman, Alhambra Union High School, Martinez 

Mrs. Agnes Bonde, Antioch High School, Antioch 

Mrs. Elma Young, Placer College, Auburn 

Miss Ethel Brubaker, Mt. Diablo Union High School, Concord 

Miss Ruth Fletcher, Acalanes Union High School, Lafayette 


(Continued on page 20) 
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SOUTHERN SECTION COMMITTEES 


(Continued from page 18) 
SOCIAL 
Mrs. Katherine Ainsworth, Adams Junior High School, Los Angeles 7 
Miss Eva Andrews, Washington High School, Los Angeles 4 
Mrs. Hope Brewer, Mark Keppel High School, Alhambra 
Miss Elsie Brown, Virgil Junior High, Los Angeles 4 
Miss Wilna Cornwell, Audubon Junior High School, Los Angeles 43 
Mrs. Mildred Frary, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools 
Miss Helen Iredel, Wilson High School, Long Beach 4 
Miss Una Primmer, Library and Textbook Section, Los Angeles City Schools * 
Mrs. Gladys McDowell, Garfield High School, Los Angeles 42 
Mrs. Jean Sandlie, Franklin High School, Los Angeles 42 
Mrs. Elizabeth Vaughn, Foshay Junior High School, Los Angeles 7 
Miss Lois Fetterman, Nightingale Junior High School, Los Angeles 65 


c. T. A. REPRESENTATIVE 


Miss Florence M. Gregory, Gompers Junior High School, Los Angeles 3 


NORTHERN SECTION COMMITTEES 


(Continued from page 19) 
PROGRAM—(Continued) 


Mr. Paul Sutcliffe, Liberty Union High School, Brentwood 

Miss Josephine Kamp, San Ramon Valley Union High School, Danville 
Miss Cecelia Myrland, Pittsburg Junior High School, Pittsburg 

Mrs. Thelma Dahlin, Contra Costa County Library, Martinez 


PUBLICITY 
Miss Margaret Jones, Chairman, Presidio Junior High School, 
NOMINATING 


San Francisco 21 


Miss Eleanor Beach, Chairman, Fresno City Schools, Fresno 
Miss Harriet Baker, Monterey Union High School, Monterey 
Miss Ruth Bradley, Santa Cruz High School, Santa Cruz 

Cc. T. A. REPRESENTATIVE 


Miss Dora Smith, San Jose State College, San Jose 14 
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STOP 
LOOK LISTEN 


DO YOU HAVE BOOKS OR MAGAZINES 
THAT NEED REBINDING? 


Don't throw those old books or magazines away. As one of America’s better 
book binders we will put them back in first-class shape and at prices that 
are worth investigating. 


Our bindery work meets rigid A. L. A. Specifications. Books 
(including text books) are resewn and finished in beautiful 
decorative, finest quality buckram. All transportation costs 
paid by us on orders for 100 books or more. 60 day service. 


Prices and shipping labels sent on request 


HEHN & HOTH Ine. 


4238 North Lincoln Avenue Chicago 18, Illinois 
Western Representative 
Perc B. Sapsis 
P. O. Box 165 
Carmel, California 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











ay 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


AT VANCOUVER ... 


MarRION HorRTON 
Note: Miss Horton, of the Library and Textbook 
Section, Los Angeles City Schools, is also State Vice- 
President of S.L.A.C. tor lyty- 1990. 


Vancouver was a happy choice for the 
setting for the Far West Regional Con- 
ference of the ALA August 22-26. 
Nothing could be more refreshing to 
librarians from the south than the forest- 
ed islands and the waters of the Sound, 
the Vancouver streets lined with red- 
berried rowan trees or maples beginning 
to turn scarlet and the beautifully land- 
scaped campus of the University of Brit- 
ish Columbia where most of the meet- 
ings were held. Added to these charms 
was the fact that we were in a foreign 
country. We were welcomed by His 
Worship the Mayor of Vancouver and 
other dignitaries; we drank a toast to 
His Majesty the King at the banquet; 
we listened to the skirling of the kilted 
bagpipers and watched the dancing of 
an intricate sword dance and the High- 
land Fling. The cruise on West Howe 
Sound, the banquet at Hotel Vancouver 
and other social functions, the gay flow- 
ers in every meeting place and in each 
hut and hutlet expressed the cordial hos 
pitality of the Canadian librarians. 

The American Association of School 
Librarians had no separate meeting, but 
joined with the children’s and young 
people’s librarians in the Division meet- 
ing. School librarians from Oregon, 
Washington and California met infor- 
mally for lunch on the cruise of the 
Princess Marguerite. 

At the morning meeting of the Di- 
vision for Library Work with Children 
and Young People it was announced 
that Mary Lytle of Seattle, Elizabeth S. 
Madison of Oakland and Marjorie Van 
Deusen of Los Angeles had been elected 
honorary members of the American As- 
sociation of School Librarians. The first 
hour of the Division meeting was devot- 
ed to a discussion of the ALA Fourth 
Activities Committee report. Ruth Hew- 
itt (Seattle) presided. Elizabeth Groves 





(University of Washington Library 
School and Chairman-Elect of the Dr 
vision) gave the background for the pro- 
posed changes, with charts showing the 
present and proposed organization. Viola 
Hansen (Seattle), Helen Fuller (Long 
Beach) and Marion Horton (Los An- . 
geles) explained how the Young Peo- 
ple’s Reading Round Table, the Chil- 
dren’s Librarians Section and the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians 
would be affected. After lively discus- 
sion from the floor, it was decided to 
recommend that the present Division be 
continued. Two interesting speakers 
were introduced by Katherine Porter 
(Seattle). Edwin H. Adams of the Radio 
Education department in the University 
of Washington discussed children’s read- 
ing from a father’s standpoint. He point- 
ed out that children like happy books; 
they treasure the Wilder stories; sports 
lovers, even if slow readers, will read 
long books about their own hobbies. 

Roderick Haig-Brown, author of Salt- 
water Summer and Starbuck Valley 
Winter analyzed the elements in good 
books for young people; character de- 
velopment, action and incident. He de- 
plored mediocre and made-to-order 
books: “sterile things as habit-forming 
and degenerate as the lower comic 
books.” 

The Public Library Inquiry was an- 
alyzed at three sessions. This is an epoch- 
making survey made under the direction 
of Dr. Robert D. Leigh, financed by the 
Carnegie Corporation, to be published 
by the Columbia University Press in 
seven volumes. Many of the findings 
have important implications for school 
librarians. If the criticisms which the 
experts have made are taken objectively, 
libraries may become more effective. In 
one volume Dr. Bernard Berelson sum- 
marizes 100 studies of the use of 7,400 
libraries. He reported that public li- 
braries serve only 10% of the commu- 
nity, chiefly the intellectually and eco 
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nomically elite. While 25% of the citi- 
zens reported that it would be a personal 
loss if the library were not available, 
75% said that it would be a community 
loss. In other words, 759 of the average 
American people think the library is a 
good thing for others to use. The report 
recommends larger regional units for 
more efficient work. 

Dr. Alice Bryan, a psychologist, re- 
ported on her analysis of librarians: the 
kind of people they are, their ambitions, 
satisfactions and dissatisfactions, their 
salaries, working conditions and recre- 
ations. She found that the average libra- 
rian is a normal individual, character- 
ized by a relatively high educational 
background, but lacking in_ initiative, 
leadership and creative ability. 

Another volume of the Inquiry is 
The Book Trade Industry, by William 
Miller. This is an up-to-the-minute re- 
port, showing how publishing has been 
affected by rising costs of production and 
how the book trade fails to fulfil its 
cultural responsibility. The demands of 
book clubs, reprints and best sellers have 
greatly curtailed the publication of more 
serious books which would be published 
in smaller editions. At the same ttme 
mass production has undermined the 
morale of writers capable of distin- 
guished work. 

At the ALA Council meeting Miriam 
Matthews (Los Angeles Public Library) 
gave a provocative report for the Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Freedom. She 
spoke of the banning of the Nation, the 
textbook inquiry initiated by the Un- 
American Activities Committee of Con- 
gress and loyalty investigations in sev- 
eral states. The Fourth Activities Com- 
mittee report was discussed, and the pro- 
posed geographical, functional and sub- 
stantive divisions opposed. 


Milton Lord of Boston will be the 
next president of ALA, with the annual 
conference tentatively scheduled for 
Washington, D. C., in late October, 
1950. Clarence Sumner of Louisville was 
elected Vice-President and President- 
Elect. 





At the CLA meeting on Thursday 
morning Lawrence Powell, President, 
1949-50, announced that the next meet- 
ing would be held in Sacramento in 
June. Laurence Clarke (San Francisco 
Public Library) was elected Vice-Presi- 
dent and President-Elect. Mrs. Dorothy 
Kugler (Long Beach Public Library) 
was elected Chairman of the CLA Sec- 
tion for Work with Boys and Girls and 
Mrs. Evelyn Hill (Mark Twain Ele- 
mentary School, Long Beach) Secretary. 


Charter Members 


S.L.A.C. is proud to learn that two 
of its charter members, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Madison, until a year ago Supervisor of 
School Libraries) Oakland _ Public 
Schools, and Mariorie Van Deusen, for- 
merly Librarian of Belmont High School 
in Los Angeles, were honored this sum- 
mer when the Regional Conference of 
the American Librarv Association was 
held in Vancouver. At that time they 
were made honorary members of the 
American Association of School Libra- 
rians. Mary Lytle of Seattle was the 
third school librarian to be so honored 
at that time. Mrs. Madison and Miss 
Van Deusen have been active in our 
Association since its inception, each hav- 
ing served as president of her respective 
section and as chairman of many differ- 
ent committees. Miss Van Deusen was 
also State President during 1942-1943, 
and she served as Co-Chairman of the 
American Association of School Libra- 
rians, 1946-1947. 


Our heartiest congratulations to all 
three! 


S.L.A.C. Membership 


Have you paid your membership dues 
for 1949-1950? If not, fill out the Mem- 
bership Form on page 31 of this issue 
and send it with $2.00 to your Section 
Treasurer. 

Do it today! 


SUPPORT YOUR ASSOCIATION! 
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THE BROWSING ROOM: 


A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT 








HAZEL S. VAUGHAN 

Note: Miss Vaughan is Head of the Library Depart- 
ment, Beverly Hills High School, Beverly Hills. 

If I were to plan a suite of rooms for 
the Beverly Hills High School Library, 
would I plan again a workroom, an of- 
fice, a classroom, a faculty corner, a con- 
ference room, and a browsing room? 
Yes, I would plan for the browsing 
room, 1 spite ct some disadvantages 
seen over a period of fourteen years. 

Possibly those who are planning new 
or remodelled quarters may find in the 
following resumé some suggestions for 
their planning. 

When the new Beverly Hills High 
School was established in 1935, the only 
available space for the library was the 
old cafeteria. Through the combined ef- 
forts of the librarian, the architect, and 
the administrators, the present library 
quarters were planned. A small corner 
room overlooking the garden was made 
for an experiment as a browsing room, 
an experiment which proved to be high- 
ly successful both in the initial task of 
getting cooperation in establishing the 
room and in the continuing maintenance 
of it. 

The primary purpose of the room was 
for the housing of the nucleus of a mod- 
ern teen-age home library. The collec- 
tion was started to encourage students 
to collect books, to help them to dis- 
criminate between those books desirable 
for them to own and those preferable 
for them to borrow from libraries. All 
the books in the collection are duplicated 
for circulation from the regular collec- 
tion. 

The entire project was created by the 
students for the students through the 
direction of the librarian with the co- 
operation of various departments of the 
school assisted by the Public Library and 
the Marion Hunter Bookshop. 

The nucleus of the book collection 
was selected from suggestions by the stu- 
dents through an annual Favorite Books 
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essay contest sponsored by the English 
Department. Prizes for these contests 
were gift certificates from the Marion 
Hunter Bookshop. Judges for the con- 
test were teachers from the English De- 
partment, members of the Public Li- 
brary staff, and the Beverly Hills school 
librarians. 

The room itself is only 10’ by 15’, 
and on occasions we have wished it to be 
twice the size, but always we come back 
to the original idea of keeping it small. 
Eight can be seated most comfortably, 
but sixteen have squeezed in. It is not 
easy to have both size and intimacy. 
Book shelves take up two sides of the 
room with shelving capacity for about 
a thousand books. One entire wall is cov- 
ered with a brown cork bulletin board 
which blends with the cork-fiooring. 

As student interest increased, help in 
furnishing and equipping the room came 
from many sources. The rust colored 
draperies and the chartreuse covering for 
one chair were hand-loomed in the Do- 
mestic Science Department. Members of 
the woodshop classes constructed a black 
walnut wood desk and coffee table. 
Funds for the upholstery of three 
knobby, brown sectional chairs — de- 
signed by members of the Art Depart- 
ment—were donated by various school 
clubs. Many donations, such as Chinese 
copper flower vases and framed pages 
from old manuscripts, have come from 
individuals. 

In addition to the teen age: home li- 
brary collection, there are two other 
collections housed in the room. The li- 
brary’s fine edition books occupy one 
section of the room, and the McCready 
Memorial Collection takes up another. 
The fine edition collection is self-ex- 
planatory. The McCready Memorial 
books are gifts from clubs and individ- 
ual students and parents honoring for- 
mer members of the student body who 
fought in World War II. 


Book plates for the collections were 





designed by students and were selected 
through contests sponsored by the Bib- 
lions, a library service organization. An- 
other Biblion project is the collection of 
catalogs from two hundred different col- 
leges which form a much used section 
of the room. 

Because of the large bulletin board 
space and the compactness of the room, 
it is used constantly for special exhibits 
of all kinds, while after school small 
clubs or committees find the room ideal 
for a meeting place. The librarian uses 
the room to serve tea and display new 
books to members of the faculty. For a 
period of six weeks each September and 
October the new books purchased dur- 
ing the summer are displayed. 

It is remarkable what can be done 
when student interest is aroused and 
cooperation is voluntary and enthusiastic. 
But there are problems. 

Students have discovered that the 
room is an ideal place for a gab-fest or 
a bull session. On occasions tired foot- 
ball players have found that the three 
sectional chairs when pushed together 
make an ideal couch for sleeping. A 
much more serious matter arises period- 
ically. This is the removal of prints and 
illustrations from our rather valuable art 
books in the fine-edition section. Hence, 
it seems impractical to allow students to 
use such a room without supervision. For- 
tunately, this does not present too much 
of a problem to us, since the room is al- 
most adjacent to the desk of the libra- 
rian who supervises the main library 
room. Also there is a window between 
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the browsing room and the main library 
room. 

An aside about “atmosphere.” In 
much of the current educational liter- 
ature written there occurs statements 
that the library of “SILENCE” is a 
thing of the past—that the library atmos- 
phere should be one of the “busy work- 
shop humming with activity.” While it 
is not often possible to hear a pin drop 
in our library, we do maintain a reason- 
able degree of quiet. We do this not 
only for our own peace of mind, but 
because the students themselves have 
asked for it. In a casual survey of why 
students come to the library, a large per- 
centage of the answers is, “Because it’s 
quiet.” We have found that the major- 
ity of students are glad to have one quiet 
place in which to study or to read or to 
contemplate—when someone in author- 
ity will enforce the “no talking” rule. 
Our browsing room also reflects this at- 
titude. 

Because of the size and the purpose 
of the room, reference work is not al- 
lowed here, only reading, browsing, or 
the listing of books for edition and price 
with the intention of purchasing dupli- 
cates for gifts or home libraries. 


March 1950 Bulletin 
The March 1950 issue of the Bulletin 
will be largely a directory of California 
school librarians. Single copies may be 
obtained for fifty cents by writing to 
Miss Marie Carroll, Subscription Editor, 
1435 -37th Avenue, San Francisco 22, 


California. 


NEW BOOK LISTS READY FOR BOOK WEEK 


Division of Libraries for Children & Young People 


RECENT CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 1949 


Write for information and prices 
Library Division 


The Sturgis Printing Company, Inc. 


Sturgis, Michigan 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 











To bring you up to date on changes 
in school library personnel and what 
our co-workers have been doing, we call 
the following news items to your atten- 
tion> 

NORTHERN SECTION 


From San Francisco: Geraldine Fer- 
ring, formerly Librarian of Napa Junior 
College is now Junior Librarian of Mis- 
sion High School... . . Mrs. Myra Rice 
retired as Librarian of Polytechnic High 
School in June and was succeeded by 
Marie Carroll of Mission High School. 

Roberta Milani was transferred 
from the position of Cataloguer, Bureau 
of Texts and Libraries, to Librarian of 
Horace Mann Junior High School... . . 
Two of San Francisco's librarians were 
led to the altar during the first half of 
1949. . . . . Catherine Stalford of Ma- 
rina Junior High School became the 
bride of Mr. Isaac E. Chestnutt in San 
Rafael on June 25th... . . Mrs. Leta 
Homel of Balboa High School became 
Mrs. Raymond Wheeler during the 
Easter vacation. .... Mrs. Madeline 
Moliero of Francisco Junior High School 
is out on sick leave but hopes to be back 
to work by November Ist. . . . . Mar- 
garet Girdner, Director of Bureau of 
Texts and Libraries, and Elizabeth Scott 
of Lowell High School are teaching in- 
service courses for teachers and libra- 
rians under the joint sponsorship of San 
Francisco State College and the San 
Francisco Unified School District. Miss 
Girdner’s course is “Reading Guidance 
in Children’s Literature”; Miss Scott's 
is “Reading Guidance in the Subject 
Fields.” Among the exciting va- 
cation trips this summer was Miss Jones 
of Presidio Junior High School's flight 
to Montreal, Canada and across the At- 
lantic to England, France, Switzerland 
and Italy. . Bess Landfear, Audio- 
Visual Department, flew to New York 
to spend her vacation with her family. 

Edith Bond flew to Mexico to 
visit a friend in the American Embassy. 

Cecile Bolin, George Washing. 


ton High School, motored for a month 
in Canada, camping out and doing her 
own cooking. She brought back a won- 
derful collection of colored photographs. 

San Francisco State College Li- 
brary also underwent some changes in 
personnel this year. Mr. Kenneth James 
Brough was appointed Librarian and 
Mr. Allan Dale Covey became Assist- 
ant Librarian. 

From Berkeley: The University of 
California School of Librarianship has 
placed three librarians in northern Cali- 
fornia libraries from its 1949 graduat- 
ing class. Catherine Carpenter became 
Librarian of Marysville Union High 
School. Esther Boyles became Assistant 
Librarian of Lodi Union High School, 
and Shirley Hopkinson joined the staff 
of Modesto Junior College as Assistant 
Librarian. 

From Oakland: Helen Cerise, former- 
ly Branch Librarian of Lakeview Branch 
of the Oakland Public Library became 
Librarian of Bancroft Junior High 
School. . Doris Chesterfield is sub: 
stituting at Westlake Junior High School 
for Mrs. Erma Robison who is ill. 

From other points in the Bay Area: 
Patrice Floyd became Assistant Librarian 
at Hayward Union High School. 
Carolyn Gall is the new Librarian at 
Napa Junior College. . Mr. Thom- 
as Bernard Murray was recently ap- 
pointed Librarian of the newly-estab- 
lished Contra Costa Junior College. 

Alison Bjorkland was appointed 
to the staff of John Swett Union High 
School in Crockett. 


From Stockton: Mrs. Helen Laursen 
and Esther Butters are two new libra- 
rians at the Stockton College. ... . Mrs. 
Alice Thym, teacher-librarian in the 
new Elwood School had an interesting 
air trip and two weeks’ vacation in the 
Hawaiian Islands this summer... . 
Mrs. Jane Donaldson, Assistant Coordi- 
nator of Stockton School Libraries, spent 
a five-week vacation driving to Fair- 
banks, Alaska, and returning through 
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the Inland Passage on the S.S. Alaska 
to Seattle. 

From Sacramento and vicinity: Elise 
Butler, former Librarian, Needham Ele- 
mentary School, Lodi, is now in the 
Children’s Department, Sacramento 
County Library. She is succeeded in 
Lodi by Mrs. Eleanor Pfau, from Be- 
midji, Minnesota. .... The entire 
community of Paradise regrets the re- 
tirement of Mrs. Edna Scott of Paradise 
Elementary School because of ill health. 
Mrs. Scott was instrumental in organ- 
izing a library service in her school. It 
is hoped that she will continue her in- 
terest in the Association. Mrs. 
Nina Turner retired this year from her 
position as teacher-librarian of Jefferson 
School in Sacramento. Her wit will be 
sadly missed. 

SOUTHERN SECTION 

From San Diego: Mary Collins, for- 
merly supervisor of the school libraries 
at Peoria, Illinois, is the new Chief Li- 
brarian of the Central Library at San 
Diego. She succeeds Edna Louise Lent 
who became Mrs. Philip Haas on Sep- 
tember 6th. Mrs. Haas will live at Tarry- 
town, New York. Miss Collins will be 
assisted in her duties by Vesta Penrod, 
formerly of the Curriculum Laboratory 
of UCLA. ... . The Central Library 
of the San Diego Schools was organized 
by Jeanette Morgan who retired in July, 
1948. She is now traveling in France, 
England and Wales. . Mrs. Lavelle 
Laird, a brand new librarian in San 
Diego, holds forth in a brand new school, 
the Abraham Lincoln  Junior-Senior 
High. Mrs. Laird was a member of the 
1949 class of the USC Library School. 

From Glendale and Pasadena: Dor- 
othy McPherson, Librarian of the Elea- 
nor Toll Junior High School in Glen- 
dale visited Vancouver, B. C., this sum- 
GME 2k e« Mrs. Helen Sebby, formerly 
in the South Pasadena Public Library 
will be at the Woodrow Wilson Junior 


High School in Pasadena... . . Abbie 
Doughty and Marjorie Van Deusen, 


both retired school librarians who are 
still active in school library work and 
Daisy Lake, Librarian of Glendale High 
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School, used the meeting of A.L.A. in 
Vancouver as an excellent excuse for 
touring the national parks in north- 
western United States and Canada. 

From Van Nuys: Mrs. Fred Blissert, 
who was Madelon Duryea and Librarian 
at La Crescenta before the war, had a 
son, Albert Duryea, on June 22nd. She 
is now Librarian at Berendo Junior 
High in Los Angeles. Her husband was 
Miss Roewkamp’s new assistant last 
year. All the work of starting 
the new Van Nuys Junior College Li- 
brary has fallen to Mrs. Elise Johnson, 
former Librarian at Van Nuys Senior 
High. 

From Los Angeles: Los Angeles wel- 
comes these librarians: Mrs. Clara 
Louise Foreman, Bancroft Junior High 
School; Mrs. Madelon Duryea Blissert, 
Berendo Junior High School; Mrs. Jen- 
nie Meisels, Burbank Junior High 
School; Mrs. Lena Gorelick, Lafayette 
Junior High School; Alice Michael, Mt. 
Vernon Junior High School; Mrs. Na- 
dine Stegelmeyer, Fairfax Junior High 
School; Mrs. Catherine E. Hall, Gar- 
dena High School; Jean Galehouse, Hol- 
lywood High School; Charlotte Cavell, 
Library and Textbook Section. 
Equally welcome are these librarians in 
the new junior high schools and the new 
junior college: Theodore Endelman, 
Palms Junior High School; Mrs. Jean 
Lewis, Wilmington Junior High School; 
Mrs. Helen G. Lagerquist, Venice Tunior 
High School and Mrs. Thelma Taylor, 
Harbor Junior College... . . Florence 
Riniker returns to the University High 
School after a year’s leave and a trip 
around the world Esther Schu- 
ster has been appointed consultant in 
the Library and Textbook Section... . . 
There are three brides in Los Angeles: 
Mrs. Carmela Antonacchi Corey of 
Metropolitan High School, Mrs. Violet 
Collins Gearing of Pasteur Junior High 
School, and Mrs. Marv Gordon Hallgren 
of South Gate Junior High School... . . 
On leave of absence are Mrs. Jean Cook, 
Gardena High School; Mrs. Mary Kap- 
lan, Burbank Junior High School, and 


Carolyn Palmer, Berendo Junior High. 
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Miss Palmer will study at the Sorbonne 
a Florence Buck of Mt. 
Vernon Junior High School, Helen Ma- 
son of Fairfax High School and Statte 
Weber of Hollywood High School re- 
tired in June. 

From Long Beach: Long Beach num- 
bers among its new librarians Sylvia Rut- 
man, Addams and Muir Elementary 
Schools; Lois Hurley, Garfield Elemen- 
tary School; Irene Rich, Grant and 
Longfellow Elementary Schools; Mrs. 
Edna Nelson, Jordan High School; and 
Mrs. Paula Ogren, Polytechnic High 
School... .. Mrs. Alva Cox is pinch- 
hitting at Polytechnic High School for 
Ariel Stephens who has taken a Icave 
of absence to study at Columbia Uni- 
MEESICY. 3.5 Mrs. Laura Williams is 
at Stephens Junior High School in place 
of Alice Stoeltzing who is spending the 
Fall Semester on leave in order to rest 
and recuperate after a recent illness... . . 
Mildred Bakke has returned to Frank- 
lin Junior High after a year in Japan. 
.... Mrs. Avis Paxton divides her 
time between Wilson High and Lind- 
bergh Junior High... . . Marion Lord 
has transferred to Lowell Elementary 
School... . . Bess Olson is now at the 
Business and Technical Division of the 
City College... .. Alice Marie Gar- 
rison has transferred to the Liberal Arts 
Division of City College... .. Bar- 
bara Smiley is at Whittier Elementary 
School and Helen Seybold has charge 
of Lincoln and Bryant Elementary 
Schools... . . Josephine K. Healy of 
Lincoln Elementary School, Marjorie 
Epes of Whittier Elementary School, 
Lenore Gordon of Lowell Elementary 
School and Jean Galehouse of Franklin 
Junior High School have resigned. ... . 
Margaret Brown, Wilson High School, 
became Mrs. Limbird during the sum- 
mer vacation. 





In Memoriam 


To those of us who worked with Flor- 
ence Williams both in our libraries and 
in the School Library Association of 
California, Southern Section, her unex- 


pected death in August was a great 
shock. She had been assistant in the 
South Pasadena-San Marino junior and 
senior high school libraries four years 
prior to her election to the position of 
Librarian in the South Pasadena-San 
Marino Senior High School in 1947. In 
addition to her interest in the activities 
of §.L.A.C. and Occidental College of 
which she was a graduate, her new en- 
thusiasm the past few years was sailing. 
As a member of the Lake Arrowhead 
Fleet and Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club, 
she won several racing trophies in her 
boat, Missee. 

Time alone cannot measure the con- 
tributions which Florence Williams 
brought to us. Hers was the gift of a 
radiant smile, a helping hand, an ever 
present optimism. $.L.A.C. has lost a 
valuable member and a generous friend. 
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HAVE YOU TRIED THIS? 


We want to devote this column to 
the publicizing of special techniques, 
time-savers, short-cuts, and simplified 
routines which you have developed or 
found useful in your libraries. Let’s use 
this space as a clearinghouse for your 
professional “secrets.” Jot down your 
favorite “trick” and send it to Barton 
H. Knowles, Samuel Gompers Trades 
School, 22nd and Bartlett Streets, San 
Francisco 10 (if you are from the 
North), or to Mary Fleck, Polytechnic 
High School, Atlantic and 15th Streets, 
Long Beach 13 (if you are a South- 
erner). 

Share your “bright ideas” with your 
fellow librarians and help lighten their 
load! 

Have you tried: 

Increasing the availability of college 
catalogs kept in the vertical file by 
lettering the name of the college in red 
pencil on the top of each? Elizabeth 
Scott, Lowell High School, San Fran- 
cisco, reports that a single letter for the 
tiny U. C. catalogs, with a line across 
all of them an inch from one edge, 
makes it easy to keep them together. 

Having each student shelve his own 
book when he returns it to the library, 
a device used to great advantage by 
Lois Clarke of Norwalk Elementary 
School, Norwalk? As each child returns 
his book, it is immediately discharged 
and the student then returns it to its 
proper’ place on the shelf. She finds this 
not only helps her, but also the student, 
who learns “by doing” the arrangement 
of books in a library. Although intensive 
instruction is given on this subject 
throughout the school year, she believes 
it is the actual practice which makes 
the student adept at finding his own 
books. 

Filing your special instructions in li- 
brary routines for your student assist- 
ants in the Visible Index File where 
they can be easily found when needed? 
Harriet Baker of Monterey Union High 
School, Monterey, says this has saved 


her much in time and cut questions on 
“how dol...” in half. 

Keeping a bulletin board working 
full time for library assistants as does 
Evelyn H. Lincoln of Venice High 
School, Venice? She posts all school 
bulletins there as well as notices con- 
cerning library work. In order to be 
sure that everyone has read all an- 
nouncements, she provides a space for 
the students to sign after reading. She 
says that this is a great time-saver since 
it is no longer necessary to have the 
bulletins read aloud every period. 

Making a slow book move by asking 
a key teacher to recommend it to her 
classes? Someone is sure to ask for it, 
and that starts it off on the road to 
popularity! Nina Fuller of Alameda 
High School, Alameda, says this device 
works miracles as does leaving the book 
on her desk for some inquisitive student 
to spot. What the librarian reads is sure 
to be good! 


Using movies to advertise your books 
as does Margaret Jackson of Santa 
Monica High School, Santa Monica? 
She draws many readers around a large 
display case with the title Now That 
You Have Seen the Movie — Why 
Not Read the Book? She features book 
jackets and the books that have been 
made into movies, such as Anna and the 
King of Siam, The Yearling, My Friend 
Flicka, Two Years Before the Mast, 
Great Expectations, etc., etc. 

Speeding up the charging of maga- 
zines by using a stratagem found useful 
by Mildred Field of Orange Union 
High School, Orange! She has her 
students make charging cards out of 
plain white 3x5 cards. The name of 
the magazine is typed on the top of the 
card; beneath on the left side of the 
card is typed “date line” and on the 
right side of the card is typed “date of 
magazine.” A number of these cards 
are made up for each magazine and 
filed at the desk alphabetically. When a 
student wishes to check out a magazine, 
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it takes very little time to find a card 
for the magazine, stamp in the “date 
due,” write in date of magazine on the 
right hand side of the card. and ask the 
student to sign his name between the 
“date due” and “date of magazine.” 
When the magazine is returned, a line 
drawn through the name discharges the 
periodical and the card filed under the 
name of the magazine is ready to be 
used another time. This method is 
guaranteed to save cards and time, the 
latter being of particular importance 
when there is a rush at the desk. For 
overnight reserves, the cards are made 
ready for signature before the end of 
school so that those long lines of 
students requesting overnights move 
quickly. 

Acquiring interesting exhibits in 
the library by using the following tip 
also sent in by Mildred Field? She 
writes, “We always have a waiting list 
for future displays in the library ex- 
hibit case. The names of prospective 
exhibitors are sent us by the English 
teachers who get their inside informa: 
tion from the fact that one of the 
themes required of students by the Eng- 
lish Department is entitled “My Hob- 
by.” These students are then contacted 
one by one to see if they would care 
to display their hobbies. The school 
paper devotes an article to the current 
display in the library, and the library 
and the student both get some favorable 
publicity. When the student comes in to 
arrange his display, he is usually accom 
panied by friends who suggest that they 
too have “something worth showing.” 
This seems a good way to solve the 
“What to show next?” question and to 
build up good public relations with the 
students. 

Holding a treasure hunt for books in 
the library? Mrs. Bertha Hardy of Fre- 
mont Junior High School, Pomona, re- 
ports that this is the way she begins 
teaching the use of the library to 7th 
and 8th grades. She writes, “I give a 
list of about 20 classification numbers 
to the students who then go to the 
shelves and try to locate the books. 
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Finding the books gives the timid stu 
dent confidence in himself and enables 
all students to find their materials more 
easily and to feel more at ease in the 
library.” 

Collecting all possible cataloging de- 
tails on the order card at the time the 
book is ordered, a suggestion submitted 
by Bertha M. Lorenz of University 
Heights Junior High School, Riverside? 
Even though this is probably an “old 
trick” used by most librarians, we pass 
it on for the benefit of newcomers to 
the field who might be looking for time- 
savers. Many librarians stamp the ac- 
cession number on the verso of the 
order card and file it by this accession 
number after the book has been cata- 
loged, thus eliminating an 


book. 


accession 
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Important additions 


to your reference collection... 


CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT 


Politics and Administration, by Winston W. Crouch and Dean 
E. McHenry. Here is a revised edition of Crouch and Mc 
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